Title: Duties of Members - Personal Walk with God – Jose Francis Martinez

Purpose: To motivate church’s members to practice and cultivate godly Christian lives and particularly in the area of personal devotion to God.

Introduction
1.
We have been considering the duties of church’s members. And out of the 5 duties clearly stated in our church’s constitution, which summarizes the biblical witness, we already have considered  4: 1) The members’ duty to attend all the stated meetings of the church -  with due preparations. 2) The members’ duty to support financially the work of the Lord. 3) The members’ duty to promote the well-being of the entire body - the church. 4) The members’ duty to support and submit to the leadership of the church.

2.
In this session, we move to the fifth and final duty of church’s members. And in terms of proportion, this is the biggest of all duties. If you are to compare this duty with the previous one’s mentioned, the first four duties would look like 4 pieces of eggs on a table, while this fifth and final duty would look like a big basketball right beside those four little eggs. This duty is the biggest of all other duties and this would take us several weeks to consider.

3.
And what is this fifth and final duty? The Members’ Duty to Practice and Cultivate Godly Christian Lives.

a.
The Duty - Established

· You may think that practicing and cultivating a godly Christian life cannot be considered as  duty of church’s members, because, after all, it is the duty of all Christians to live a godly Christian life whether they are members of a church or not. 

· And in a sense your are right. Whether you are a member of  a church or not, it is your duty to live a godly Christian life. However, the bible makes it clear that practicing and cultivating a godly Christian life is NOT to be done in isolation. It is to be done in the community of God’s people - the church—2Tim 2:22 (READ). 

· Therefore, the kind of life you live will affect the overall health and witness of the church. 1Cor. 5:6; 1Cor 12:26; Titus 2:6-8 (READ).  

· Therefore, to practice and cultivate a godly Christian life is not just a private duty of a Christian, it is also part of his/her duty to the entire body - the church. 

b.
The Specifics of this Duty - Spelled Out 

· The practice and cultivation of a godly life covers particularly 5 major areas as again stated clearly in our church’s constitution pg. 16ff : 1) Personal Devotion or walk with God. 2) Family Life. 3) Personal Evangelism. 4) Christian Liberty. 5) Separation from the World. These are the major areas in which the practice and cultivation of godliness should be particularly pursued.

· Now let us take each of this areas one at a time. And this afternoon, we will only have time to consider the first - PERSONAL DEVOTION or WALK with GOD. 

· Now in dealing with this matter, let us then consider 1) The Biblical Concept of Personal devotion or walk with God 2) The Importance of Maintaining and Cultivating Personal Devotion or walk with God 3) The Means Needful In Maintaining and Cultivating Personal Devotion or walk with God

Trans: So first, consider with me briefly... 

I.
THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF PERSONAL DEVOTION or WALK WITH GOD

A.
To introduce the biblical concept of a personal devotion or walk with God, let us consider two graphic biblical descriptions. The first is found in Gen. 5:21-24 (READ). 

1.
Twice we are told here that “Enoch walked with God”. IOW, God was to Enoch not just an idea, nor was He a distant Being just out there somewhere. God to Enoch was a Living and Personal Being whom he walk with, commune with, had fellowship with even while he was still living on earth. Now God took Enoch away to be with Him in heaven forever and enjoy perfect commune with Him. But even while Enoch was still living on earth, he walked with God. 

2.
Now this is the biblical concept of personal devotion or walk with God.

B.
Another graphic description of that is found in John 16:32 (READ).

1.
Here the Lord Jesus while on earth also speaks of that reality of having experiential fellowship and communion with God. Although at the time of His arrest and crucifixion, His disciples will abandon Him, and yet our Lord speaks of the reality that God His Father will always be with Him, to be on His side, to communion and have fellowship with Him.

2.
And it was this sense of fellowship with God that the Lord Jesus lost at the cross when He bore the sins of His world and cried, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me”. He lost the sense of the nearness of His Father.

3.
Now this is what we are referring to when we talk about Personal Devotion or walk with God.

Trans: But then that leads us to our next point...

II.
THE IMPORTANCE  OF MAINTAINING AND CULTIVATING PERSONAL DEVOTION or WALK WITH GOD


… Let me give you just two reasons why it is important that Christians maintain and 
cultivate this personal devotion or walk with God.

A.
First, a personal walk with God is the end in view of  God’s saving work in Christ.

1.
God’s saving work in Christ does not only secure for us forgiveness of sins, deliverance from the wrath of God, deliverance from power and tyranny of sin and of self. All these are secured for us in God’s saving work in Christ; but not only these. The very end of God’s saving work in Christ is that you might have experiential acquaintance and fellowship with God. It’s end was to secure that which we lost through the fall in the garden of Eden.

2.
And this clear from the Scriptures. Let us just look at 3 passages.

a.
Jn 17:3. Cntx:  VSS 1-2 (READ). But what does it mean to posses eternal life? Read VS 3. Every essence of possessing eternal life which Christ came to give those given to Him by the Father is knowing God the Father and His Son - Jesus Christ. And by “know”, here, as elsewhere, does not only mean to know something about God, ie. a mere abstract knowledge of God. But “know” here refers to a real, personal, knowledge and acquaintance with God. And when does this eternal life begin? It begins here and now, although it is only perfected in heaven.  Jn 3:36 (READ) So central to Christ’s coming in order to save all those given to Him by the Father is to give them eternal life - that life whose very essence is knowing God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.

b.
1Jn 1:3 (READ) Clear here is that the object of the apostolic preaching of the gospel is to bring lost sinners into fellowship with God. Note: “ our fellowship is” not “ was”. IOW, this fellowship is not just a future reality in heaven, but is already a present existing reality on earth. So central to the apostolic preaching of the gospel is to bring sinful and lost humanity into fellowship with God - that we might know the nearness of God and personally walk with God.

c.
Heb. 8:10-13 (READ). So an integral part of the NC blessing is that all those who are its beneficiaries will know the Lord --. all will have an experiential knowledge and acquaintance with God, all will be able to personally walk with God. 

2.
Therefore, it is vital we Christians seek to maintain and cultivate our personal devotion or walk with God. For this is the end of God’s saving work in Christ. Christianity is not just having your sins forgiven, not just having you delivered from the wrath to come, not having freeing you from the slavery and bondage of sin, not just keeping and doing God’s commandments and rules. Christianity is enjoying fellowship with God. This is true of marriage.

B.
Secondly, maintaining and cultivating a personal walk with God is vital it will powerfully affect the totality of your life as a Christian. 

1.
Show me a person who walks closely with God and I will show you also a person whose Christian life and witness is thriving in all areas. If you walk closely with God, then you will have the spiritual power and strength to carry out your other Christian duties conscientiously. But if you fail in this, all other areas of your life will be seriously impaired. Your personal life, your family life, your life as a worker or as a student, a wife and a mother, a husband and a father, will be seriously affected.

2,
Thus, it is vital that you maintain and cultivate your personal devotion to God or  your personal walk with God. You cannot neglect this without seriously affecting all the areas of your Christian life and witness.

Trans: But now that leads us to our third and final point.. 

III. THE MEANS NEEDFUL IN MAINTAINING AND CULTIVATING PERSONAL 
DEVOTION TO GOD.


… What are the means needful in maintaining and cultivating personal devotion to God? Let me just mention them quickly and say just little about each. 


A. 
Daily Prayer.

1.
Mt. 6:6-8 (READ). Our Lord is not saying you should never pray in public. The point is that you must not only pray in public, for that’s the mark of a hypocrite, but you are to spend time alone with God in order to pray to Him. And by prayer our Lord does not have in mind saying the same phrases over and over again, thinking that the more words will flow out of your mouth, the more likely God will hear your prayers. By prayer our Lord means talking sincerely to God, pouring out your heart before Him.

2.
Ps. 88:9 (READ). The Psalmist here says that he communes with God every day. There is not a day that will past without God hearing the Psalmist’s voice. Everyday he will pray to God.

3.
Ps. 55:17 (READ). Constantly he talks and prays to God. He does not only talk to God when he wakes up - but constantly he does it. Whether he is walking on the street, or cleaning his room, or doing about his work, he keeps open communication with God.

B.
Daily Meditation of God’s Word

1.
Ps. 119:148 (READ). He longs for the night watches when everybody except him is awake for then he can, without interruptions, meditate on God’s Word.

2.
Ps. 119:97 (READ). He does not only meditate on God’s Word when he can be alone without interruption. But all through the day, he meditates on God’s Word. He seeks to relate everything round about him to the words of the Living God. Whether he is disciplining his children, whether he is working, everything he sees, says and do, he seeks to relate to God’s Word.

3.
And this meditation of God’s Word is vital. Pro 28:9 (READ). In prayer, we talk to God. But in meditating upon God’s Word, God speaks to us. And we must never just talk and talk without listening to God. To do that would be an abomination to God.

C.
Striving to keep a good conscience with judgment day honesty.

1.
Acts 24:16 “ In view of this, I do my utmost to maintain always a clear conscience both before God and before men.”

2.
And this is vital. For what will happen if your conscience is not clear before God? Either you would try to avoid having dealings with God as Adam and Eve did, or your approaches to Him would be hypocritical as the Pharisees did who honored God with their lips though their hearts  were far  away from Him.  Therefore, in order to maintain communion with God, then  you must strive to keep a blameless conscience with God—living in judgment day honestly. Keep short accounts with God. Run to continually to the fountain open for sin and iniquity. 

D.
Periodic and wholesome self-examination, prayerfully conducted by the standards of God’s word. 

1.
Ps. 139:23,24 (READ). There could be sins in our lives we are guilty of which we are not even conscious and aware of. And this sin could be doing us harm and barring our fellowship with God. Therefore, we must cry to God to search our hearts. As we study the Word of God and meditate upon it, we must plead to God to search our hearts.

2.
And this is vital. Pro 4:23 (READ).

E.
The careful and spiritual observance of the Christian Sabbath - the Lord’s Day.

1.
Some people have a very negative view of the Sabbath. They think it is bondage. But no—not to a person who has been regenerated by the Spirit Mk 2:27-28 (READ) Man was not made in order to be a slave of the Sabbath, but instead the Sabbath was made for man. It was designed and instituted by God from the day of creation as that which would be to the benefit  or well-being of man. We are to work 6 days a week  and it is to our spiritual good and benefit to have a full day of rest from our everyday and ordinary work and have a concentrated time of worship and fellowship with God. Christ came in order to effect the true benefits of the Sabbath. 

2.
Therefore, make full use of the observance of the Christian Sabbath - the Lord’s day. And when you do, notice God’s gracious promise in Isa. 58:13-14 (READ). Notice the promise given by God to those who are careful in observing the Sabbath: 1) Delighting ourselves in the Lord 2) Spiritual victory 3) Satisfaction of soul.

Conclusion 
1.
Practicing and cultivating a godly Christian life is not just your duty as an individual Christian but it is also your duty as part of the body of Christ. 

2.
And if the church has many members of who are conscientiously seeking to walk with God, what a blessing that would be to the entire church. 

3.
Therefore, never neglect this duty. Live a godly Christian life. Practice and cultivate your personal walk with the Lord. Pray to God daily. Meditate on God’s Word daily. Continually maintain a good conscience before God and men. Periodically engage in wholesome self-examination. And carefully and evangelically observe the Christian Sabbath.

4.
But to you who are strangers of Christ? Up until to come to Christ in repentance and faith, you will never really know what it means to walk with God, to have experiential communion with God.  You may diligently use of the means available to walk with God and yet remain a complete stranger of fellowship with God. Therefore, come to Christ in repentance and faith.

